Why You Should Switch to Passkeys:
A Stronger, More Secure Alternative to Passwords
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In earlier versions of Windows, setting up a device with a basic local account was the standard. Users could keep
everything offline and device-specific. With the arrival of Windows 11, however, Microsoft has strongly encouraged users to
sign in with a Microsoft account during setup. While local accounts are still an option, they are now less prominent, and
users must take additional steps to select them. This shift marks a broader strategic change for Microsoft, as the company
moves toward a more connected, cloud-first approach. Here’s why Microsoft is steering users away from local accounts.

Seamless Integration with Cloud Services

01 One of the key reasons Microsoft is moving toward Microsoft accounts is the deep integration with cloud services. When you sign in with a
Microsoft account, settings, wallpapers, themes, passwords, and preferences sync across all your devices. This integration makes switching
between computers much easier, as there’s no need for manual transfers. It allows for a smoother, more efficient transition between
devices, ensuring a personalized experience regardless of the machine you're using.

Effortless Data Restoration and Backups

02 Microsoft accounts offer automatic data backups and restoration through OneDrive. Files are uploaded to the cloud, providing a secure,
reliable way to preserve your data. If your device is lost, damaged, or replaced, it's easy to recover essential files and settings quickly. This
cloud-based backup system simplifies data recovery, making it far more efficient than relying on local storage alone.

One Login for All Microsoft Services

03 Another advantage of using a Microsoft account is the convenience of a single sign-on. Once logged in, you can access all Microsoft
services—such as Microsoft Store, Office apps, Xbox, Outlook, Teams, and more—without needing to log in individually to each one. This
centralized login streamlines access to services, saves time, and boosts productivity by eliminating the need for multiple logins.
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Stronger Security Features

Microsoft accounts come with more robust security features than local accounts. These include multi-factor authentication, Windows Hello
(facial recognition or fingerprint login), device encryption, and remote functionality like Find My Device, remote lock, and remote data wipe.
These security measures provide more protection for your personal data and device compared to the limited options available with local
accounts.
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Customized and Consistent User Experiences

By signing in with a Microsoft account, your preferences sync across devices. This means that your browser settings, application
configurations, accessibility settings, and even clipboard history are available regardless of which device you're using. Whether you switch
to a new laptop or a desktop at work, your experience remains consistent and customized to your needs.
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Building a Connected Microsoft Ecosystem

Using a Microsoft account also strengthens your connection to the broader Microsoft ecosystem. Beyond Office apps and Xbox, being signed
into a Microsoft account allows access to additional tools like Copilot, Microsoft’'s Al assistant, and family safety features. These
cloud-connected services create a more cohesive experience across platforms and devices, promoting deeper integration into Microsoft’s
ecosystem.

Faster Software Updates and Deliveries

With a Microsoft account, users are more likely to receive personalized software updates, including new features, improvements, and
critical security patches. The cloud integration allows Microsoft to deploy updates faster and more efficiently. Local accounts, on the other
hand, do not have the same level of integration, which could result in slower or less tailored updates.

Streamlined Subscription Management

Microsoft's subscription services, like Microsoft 365 and Xbox Game Pass, are easier to manage with a single Microsoft account. Users can
handle payments, licenses, and access to services all in one place. This makes it simpler to enjoy these subscriptions across different
devices, without worrying about device-based restrictions. A unified account system is ideal for managing and enjoying various Microsoft
services.

Improved Device Management and Support

For IT administrators, families, or businesses, a Microsoft account offers improved device management. Features like remote
troubleshooting, BitLocker key recovery, and enterprise management tools like Intune are only available with an online account. These tools
offer greater control and flexibility, especially in multi-device environments, making it easier to manage and secure devices remotely.
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Al and Future-Ready Technology

As part of its cloud-first strategy, Microsoft is focusing on artificial intelligence (Al) and future-proofing its operating system. Al-driven
features like Copilot+ PC and cloud-assisted applications cannot be fully utilized or personalized without a Microsoft account. With Al and
cloud technologies playing an increasingly important role, Microsoft accounts are essential for accessing cutting-edge features and staying
up-to-date with future innovations in Windows.
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Microsoft’'s push toward Microsoft account sign-ins represents a shift to a more connected, secure, and personalized
computing experience. While local accounts are still an option, the advantages of using a Microsoft account are clear. From
seamless data syncing and restoration to enhanced security and Al-driven features, the benefits are substantial. As
Microsoft continues to prioritize cloud-first technologies, the role of local accounts is expected to diminish, with the
Microsoft account becoming the central hub for all user activities and services across devices. This shift aligns with the
increasing importance of cloud integration in shaping the future of computing.
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