





5. Sysmon: The Long-Term Surveillance Tool

While the tools above are great for catching malware in the act, Sysmon (System Monitor) is ideal for ongoing surveillance.
Sysmon runs quietly in the background and logs everything it detects to the Windows Event Log. It records every process
that starts, every network connection, and every file loaded—providing a detailed history of your system’s activity.

What | rely on most is Sysmon's Event ID 1, which logs process creation. This allows me to track back through time and uncover exactly
what caused a mysterious file to appear on my desktop. It's like having a digital trail that helps me piece together the puzzle of what

happened when | wasn’t looking.

Conclusion: Empowering Your System with Sysinternals

Using these five Sysinternals tools has given me far more control over my Windows PC's security than traditional antivirus
software ever could. They allow me to uncover and address issues that might otherwise fly under the radar. The best part?
These tools are free and portable, so | can run them on any Windows machine without worrying about compatibility.

If you're looking to level up your ability to detect suspicious behavior on your PC, | highly recommend exploring these tools. Not only
will you learn a lot about how Windows works under the hood, but you'll also gain valuable skills in system troubleshooting and

security.
Happy hunting!
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